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cumulation of technological knowledge in industry, agriculture and
other fields is vast indeed. Economic growth in the less industria-
lized countries is now, as it was never before, a function of their
ability to draw on this treasure-house and assimilate the new
techniques. In addition, there are now Planning Organizations
which are expected to have a vision in their outlook and clarity
and firmness in action.
How to raise agricultural yield
Since the foodgrains target is the most crucial and most likely to
be reduced, it would be relevant to inquire whether an increase in
foodgrain output by 33 to 40 per cent is attainable in five years.
Yields of foodgrains per acre of land in India are among the lowest
in the world. While this is a highly deplorable situation in terms
of the supplies available to the population, it may be considered
highly advantageous in terms of growth potential. Even
if the yield of all foodgrains is raised from about 600 Ibs.
per acre as at present, to about 900 Ibs, or by as
high as 50 per cent, the average yield would still be among the
lowest in the world. It would be only equal to yields which were
common in most of north-western Europe in the middle of the
last century (and which obtain in other under-developed countries
at present). Since then, the application of modern techniques
following from the development of the science of agro-biology,
soil classification, chemical fertilizers and improved methods of
farming in general, have raised these yields to 3000 to 4000 Ibs
per acre, or three to four-fold.
Despite all the investments in agriculture during the last t\\o
plans, the yields per acre in India have remained obstinately un-
changed. Is it really because soils in India are so poor, rainfall
so uncertain and farmers so conservative? The main reason,
now slowly—very slowly indeed—finding acceptance was our own
approach to agricultural growth. Tne lack of humidity (or inade-
quacy of rainfall) weighed so heavily on us that we spent more
than one-half of agricultural investments on grand irrigation
projects, designed "to change nature"; but very little was done—
not even prayerful exhortations were made—in the first eight years

